
CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Character Matters
Writing Contest

Student Checklist

Name:      Current School:                 Current Grade:

 My writing reflects one or more of the four focus character virtues: faith, responsibility, honesty, or courage.

 My writing matches the category description for which I’m submitting work: essay, short story, or poem.

 My writing has gone through at least one round of editing with feedback from a teacher or other trusted adult; I have used 
this feedback in the process of editing my work.

 My essay, short story, or poem includes a meaningful title.

 My name is not written in the title of my entry nor within the body of the writing.

 My writing is no longer than 800 words for an essay or short story and no more than 300 words for a poem. (If you do not 
know how to check word count, ask a teacher or trusted adult to help.)

 My writing is typed in 12 point Times New Roman Font with double-spacing and 1” margins.

 What I have submitted is my honest, original work. Anything I have quoted or paraphrased from another text has been prop-
erly and accurately cited to recognize the original source. (If you do not know how to properly cite another source in your 
writing, ask a teacher or trusted adult for help.)

 My parents or guardians and I give permission to have my submission appear in Central Catholic publications, both in print 
and possibly online. I also permit Central Catholic to include my name, grade, school, and award information in such publica-
tions. 

 I understand that I still retain the full rights of ownership of my writing and may submit my work elsewhere after this contest 
ends if such resubmissions are allowed by other contest rules and regulations.

 I am submitting my writing and registration information with the official Google Form found here: https://forms.gle/
fMqtLBb6m6GQmwTb9 (or on paper if necessary) between February 3 and March 13, 2020.

 I understand that if my entry does not match the prompt or writing category for which I’m submitting an entry that it will not be 
considered for an award.

 I understand that all final award decisions are at the sole discretion of the Central Catholic judging panel, which consists of 
upper-level honors and AP English Literature students as well as the Central Catholic High School English Department.


