APUSH
Summer Reading – Mrs. Gran and Mrs. Abbott

Essay Outline and Essay
Due – first day of class
Points – 15 for outline
Essay – 35 points
Total points = 50
Long Essay and Outline

Directions: 
Consider the essay question option: Input essay question of choice (worth 15 pts.)

In your response, you should do the following:
· Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
· Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
· Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific examples of evidence.
· Use historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity and change) to frame or structure an argument that addresses the prompt. 
· Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.


I. Thesis Statement: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. 1st Argument -Category (Political, Social, or Economic )________________________________
a. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. 2nd Argument - Category: (P, S, E)_________________________________________________
a. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 


IV. 3rd Argument – Category (P, S, E)
c. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Supporting Evidence: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Explanation: How does this support your claim? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Synthesis/Connections/support for claim:
a. Evidence that meets one of the following: 
i. Explains nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables.
ii. Explains both similarity and difference, or explains both continuity and change, or explains multiple causes, or explains both causes and effects. 
iii. Explains relevant and insightful connections within and across periods. 
iv. Confirms the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes.
v. Qualifies or modifies an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence. This understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. How does this connect to your argument?  (Conclusion) – please do not restate your thesis.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Repeat the outline structure for any additional categories of comparison. At a minimum, you should have one similarity and one difference, although you should aim for at least two of each.

If you finish with extra time, review the AP Long Essay Rubric and assess your outline based on the information and Decision Rules.

